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The President’s News Conference With President Hamid Karzai of 
Afghanistan 
May 23, 2005 

President Bush. Thank you. Welcome. 
Mr. President, welcome back to the White 
House. I am honored to stand by the first 
democratically elected leader in the 5,000- 
year history of Afghanistan. Congratula-
tions. 

President Karzai. Thank you, sir. Thank 
you very much. 

President Bush. I want to thank you for 
your friendship and your commitment to 
freedom. I especially want to thank you 
for being such a wonderful host to my wife, 
Laura. She came back overwhelmed by the 
experience, touched by the people she met, 
and optimistic about the future for your 
country. So thanks for being a good host, 
and thanks for being such a fine inspiration 
to not only the people of your country but 
showing the countries in your neighborhood 
what’s possible. 

Your leadership has been strong, and it’s 
in our interests that Afghanistan be free. 
Afghanistan is no longer a safe haven for 
terrorists. Afghanistan is a key partner in 
the global war on terror. Our troops have 
fought and will continue to fight side by 
side to defeat the few who want to stop 
the ambitions of the many. 

President Karzai. Exactly. 
President Bush. Increasing numbers of 

low-level Taliban are getting the message 
that Afghanistan’s society is peaceful and 
optimistic, and I appreciate your efforts to 
reach out to the low-level members of the 
Taliban. I am impressed by the progress 
that you’re making toward a market econ-
omy and a full-fledged democracy. 

One of the things that’s very important, 
that is—a shift of opinion is taking place 
where now women are equal partners in 
society. Over 40 percent of the voters in 
that October day were women voters. Girls 
are now going to school. Women entre-
preneurs are opening businesses. The Presi-

dent was telling me that there’s quite a 
number of candidates who’ve filed for the 
upcoming legislative elections who are 
women. The model, the example being set 
by Afghanistan in that part of the world 
is an important message, because you can’t 
have a free and hopeful society unless 
women are full participants in the society. 

And so Mr. President, thank you for your 
leadership. We’re looking forward to watch-
ing and helping make sure these elections 
go forward in a peaceful manner. It’s a— 
the number of candidates that—who have 
filed are—is quite impressive. I think you 
maybe told me over 5,000? 

President Karzai. Over 5,000. 
President Bush. Yes, 5,000 people have 

filed for office. It’s a—democracy is flour-
ishing. 

We spent a lot of time talking about the 
challenges we continue to face. Our objec-
tive is to continue to train the Afghan army 
so that they’re capable of defeating the ter-
rorists. However, today, it’s important for 
the Afghan people to understand that we 
have a strategic vision about our relation-
ship with Afghanistan. 

I’ve signed a strategic partnership with 
the President. It’s a partnership that we’ve 
been working on for quite awhile. It’s a 
partnership that establishes regular high- 
level exchanges on political security and 
economic interests of—economic issues of 
mutual interests. We will consult with Af-
ghanistan if it perceives its territorial integ-
rity, independence, or security is at risk. 
We will help the Afghan people build 
strong, lasting government and civic institu-
tions. We’ll continue to support reconstruc-
tion, economic development, and invest-
ments that will help educate and build the 
skills of the Afghan people. 

I’ve got great faith in the future in Af-
ghanistan. First, I’ve got great faith in the 
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ability of democracy to provide hope. And 
I’ve got faith in this man as a leader. He 
has shown tremendous courage in the face 
of difficult odds. He’s been a strong leader. 
He’s a good friend to our country. And 
Mr. President, it’s my honor to welcome 
you back here. Congratulations. 

President Karzai. Thank you very much. 
My turn? 

President Bush. Your turn. [Laughter] 
President Karzai. Mr. President—— 
President Bush. Don’t give these an 

opening; they’ll jump in there at a mo-
ment’s notice. [Laughter] 

President Karzai. Mr. President, it’s a 
great pleasure and privilege to be visiting 
the United States again, to be visiting you 
in the White House with the usual warmth 
and hospitality. I was in Boston yesterday, 
meeting with all the students on their com-
mencement day. I was given an honorary 
degree, which was a great honor for me, 
and received tremendous warmth there as 
well. 

The United States has been the country 
with whose help we have rebuilt our coun-
try—are in the process of rebuilding our 
country. And you have been at the fore-
front of that effort with us in Afghanistan 
and in the rest of the world. I’m here today 
to thank you, Mr. President, once again 
for your leadership in providing Afghanistan 
the security, the reconstruction, and the 
freedoms that the Afghan people have 
today. 

You cannot imagine, Mr. President, and 
I cannot tell you that in a few words— 
there are so many words, it has to take 
a much longer time for me to describe 
to you what Afghanistan was going through 
3 years ago. So it’s difficult to say, and 
I’m sometimes—rather often—neither our 
press nor your press nor the press in the 
rest of the world pick up the miseries of 
the Afghans 3 years ago and what has been 
achieved since then, until today. We have 
a constitution. We had a Presidential elec-
tion, and I’m glad it turned out to be good 
for me. [Laughter] 

President Bush. I know how you feel. 
[Laughter] 

President Karzai. Yes, well—[laughter]— 
I believe we share that feeling, yes. And 
we are going to have a parliamentary elec-
tion in 3 months’ time. And I just informed 
the President that we have, as of yester-
day—as of the day before yesterday, over 
5,000 candidates for the National Assembly 
and for the provincial assemblies. There are 
women from all the provinces of the coun-
try will be coming to the Parliament. So 
the country is moving forward. 

We have been talking with your officials 
in Afghanistan and have conveyed to you 
through your Embassy and Government the 
desire of the Afghan people to have a stra-
tegic partnership with America, because 
after the completion of the parliamentary 
elections, the Bonn process will come to 
an end. From that point onward, we would 
like the world to recognize that with the 
completion of the Bonn process and the 
arrival of the Afghan Parliament, Afghani-
stan will not suddenly stand on its own 
feet. Politically, we will have done the proc-
ess—politically, we will have completed the 
process, but in terms of the institutional 
strength, Afghanistan will continue to need 
a lot of support. 

And I’m glad that you signed with me 
today a memorandum of understanding on 
the long-term partnership between Afghani-
stan and the United States of America, 
which will make sure that Afghanistan con-
tinues to receive reconstruction assistance, 
which will make sure that Afghanistan con-
tinues to receive training from the U.S. for 
its military and the police, and which will 
enable Afghanistan to stand on its own feet 
eventually and be a good, active member 
of the region, contributing to peace and 
stability in the region, and be a bridge be-
tween various parts of that part of the 
world for trade and values. 

Mr. President, I’m here today to thank 
you for all that you have done for Afghani-
stan. And we are very, very happy. We 
are grateful. You sent the Vice President 
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of the United States to come and attend 
the Inauguration in Afghanistan. It was a 
tremendous honor for us to receive him 
there, to have him there. It was the mani-
festation of the commitment of the United 
States and yourself to the Afghan people 
to have that day attended by the Vice Presi-
dent. And we are very, very happy, more 
importantly, to have had the First Lady 
to visit us in Afghanistan. We were thrilled. 
The Afghan women were thrilled. The Af-
ghan society was thrilled. And now you 
guess whose turn it is now to come to 
Afghanistan. [Laughter] So we’ll be hoping 
to receive you there very soon. 

President Bush. Thank you for the invita-
tion. [Laughter] 

President Karzai. The country is much 
greener than it was in the past few years. 
I thank you once again for receiving us 
here and for the support you’ve given to 
us all along and will continue to do so. 
Thank you. 

President Bush. Thank you, Mr. Presi-
dent. Of course, I don’t want to correct 
my friend, but I must. In thanking me, 
you’re really thanking the American people. 

President Karzai. Of course. 
President Bush. And the American peo-

ple are most impressed by the progress 
you’ve made, Mr. President, and it’s 
progress that we look forward to working 
with you so that you can continue to make 
progress. 

And in the spirit of free press, we’ll an-
swer a couple of questions. 

President Karzai. Yes, we all know that, 
yes. [Laughter] 

President Bush. Hunt [Terence Hunt, 
Associated Press]. 

Afghanistan-U.S. Cooperation 
Q. Thank you, Mr. President. Mr. Presi-

dent, will you give the Karzai Government 
custody of Afghan citizens detained by the 
United States? And are you willing to give 
Afghanistan more say in U.S. military mat-
ters in their country? 

And to President Karzai, did you discuss 
the prisoner abuse at Bagram issue with 
the President? 

President Bush. First, in terms of more 
say over our military, our relationship is 
one of cooperate and consult. Of course 
our troops will respond to U.S. com-
manders, but our U.S. commanders and 
our diplomatic mission there is in a consult-
ative relationship with the Government. It’s 
a free society. There is a democratically 
elected Government. They’ve invited us in, 
and we’ll consult with them in terms of 
how to achieve mutual goals, and that is 
to rout out the remnants of Al Qaida, to 
deal with those folks who would come and 
like to create harm to U.S. citizens and/ 
or Afghan citizens. 

I must say the Afghan military is making 
great progress. It hasn’t been all that long 
ago that we started a training mission. Now 
there’s over 25,000 troops who are trained 
and ready to fight, and they take the fight 
to these thugs that are coming across the 
border to create havoc. And we’ve got an-
other, I think, 22,000 to train to get this 
army fully stood up. Our mission in Af-
ghanistan and Iraq is the same. I mean, 
we want these new democracies to be able 
to defend themselves. And so we will con-
tinue to work with the Afghans to train 
them and to cooperate and consult with 
the Government. 

The other aspect of the question? 

Afghan Detainees in Guantanamo/Prisoner 
Abuse 

Q. The prisoners who—— 
President Bush. Oh, the prisoners, yes. 

Our policy, as you know, has been to work 
our way through those who are being held 
in Guantanamo and send them back to the 
host countries, and we will do so over time, 
with the Afghan Government. Part of the 
issue is to make sure there is a place where 
the prisoners can be held. As I explained 
to the President, that our policy is, one, 
where we want the people to be sent home, 
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but, two, we’ve got to make sure the facili-
ties are there—facilities where these people 
can be housed and fed and guarded. 

Now, you asked about the prison—yes, 
he did bring up the prison abuse. 

President Karzai. On the question of the 
prisoner abuse, we are, of course, sad about 
that. But let me make sure that you all 
know that that does not reflect on the 
American people. 

Right now in Afghanistan there is an 
Italian lady that has been kidnaped by an 
Afghan man, while there are hundreds of 
Afghan women demonstrating outside in 
the streets of Kabul demanding the release 
of that woman, the Italian lady. So the pris-
oner abuse thing is not at all a thing that 
we attribute to anybody else but those indi-
viduals. 

The Afghan people are grateful, very, 
very much to the American people. They 
recognize that individual acts do not reflect 
either on governments or on societies. 
These things happen everywhere. As we are 
sad, we recognize that the American peo-
ple, kind as they are to Afghanistan, have 
nothing to do with that. 

And I’m glad to tell you that I was read-
ing today somewhere that one of those per-
sons has been given a sentence of prison 
for 3 months and removed from his job, 
and that’s a good thing. We, I must repeat 
strongly, are fully aware of the tremen-
dously good values of the American people 
and of their kind attitude toward us and 
others in this world. 

Thank you. 
President Bush. Somebody from the Af-

ghan press? 
President Karzai. Anybody from the Af-

ghan press? Do we have an Afghan press? 
Oh, here he is. [Laughter] 
[At this point, a question was asked in Dari 
and was translated as follows.] 

Afghan Economic Development/Opium 
Interpreter. This question is for President 

Bush. Question was, besides security and 
military assistance, Afghanistan needs more 

economic assistance. How can the U.S. as-
sist more in building the economic infra-
structure of Afghanistan? 

President Bush. Right. As you know, we 
cooperated early with Japan and Saudi Ara-
bia in helping them build a very important 
highway. I can remember when then-Sec-
retary of State Powell came in and asked 
whether or not I thought this made sense, 
and I did. And I talked—I think I talked 
to you about it in our first visit. 

President Karzai. Yes, yes. 
President Bush. I hope that highway is 

complete—if not, being completed. 
President Karzai. It is. 
President Bush. We talked today about 

electricity. Interestingly enough, Afghani-
stan has got natural gas resources, and that 
those gas resources can be used to fire 
electricity plants which will be helpful for 
the infrastructure. And as a matter of fact, 
thanks to the United States Congress, there 
is reconstruction money in the supple-
mental and the budget, and that’s good. 
And so those are ways we can help. 

The truth of the matter—another way 
we can help is to diversify the agricultural 
sector, which leads to a subject that we 
spent some time on, and that is opium and 
poppies. As you know, there are—there’s 
too much poppy cultivation in Afghanistan. 
And I made it very clear to the President 
that this is—that we have got to work to-
gether to eradicate poppy crop. And the 
President, not only in this meeting but in 
other meetings, has been very forthcoming 
about the desire to eradicate poppy. And 
as a matter of fact, according to a United 
Nations’ report, there is less poppy today 
than the previous year. 

President Karzai. Exactly. 
President Bush. The President can give 

you some statistics on that if you’re inter-
ested. One of the interesting issues, how-
ever, besides poppy crop eradication and, 
frankly, bringing people to justice who are 
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running drugs is to—is for crop substi-
tution. And the—President Karzai was talk-
ing about how the quality of the pome-
granate that used to be grown in Afghani-
stan—evidently it’s quite famous for—the 
country is quite famous for growing pome-
granates. 

President Karzai. Yes, yes. 
President Bush. Or honeydew melons. In 

other words, there are some specialty crops, 
along with wheat and corn, that can and 
should be grown in Afghanistan. We look 
forward to working—the President brought 
his Agricultural Minister with him, and we 
look forward to working on this aspect of 
economic development. After all, Afghani-
stan has had a long history of farming. And 
we can do a lot to help the farmers get 
back on their feet and diversify away from 
poppies. 

And so there are some areas where we 
discussed help. The truth of the matter is, 
though, that it’s very important for your 
Government to make—continue to make— 
and I’m confident the President will—but 
continue to make the right decisions about 
rule of law and transparency and decisions 
that will encourage an open marketplace 
so that people will feel comfortable invest-
ing in your country. 

I don’t know if you want to comment 
on that—on the poppy issue. 

President Karzai. On the drugs issue, yes, 
yes. Mr. President, indeed, Afghanistan is 
suffering from the cultivation of poppies, 
which is undermining our economy. It’s 
giving us a bad name, worst of all. Just 
after the Inauguration, a day after the Vice 
President and Secretary Rumsfeld left Af-
ghanistan for the U.S., we called a meeting 
of the Afghan elders and representatives 
and spoke to them about the curse of pop-
pies in Afghanistan. Their response to that 
was very positive. A lot of provinces that 
were the biggest producers of poppy re-
frained from producing poppies. Three 
years ago, I saw a report in the press that 
the province of Nangarhar, which used to 
produce poppies, has now reduced poppies 

by 80 percent, the same as in Helmand, 
the same as in Badakhshan, the same as 
in other areas where poppies were grown. 

So we are hoping that Afghanistan this 
year will have something between 20 to 
30 percent reduction in poppies all over 
the country, and that is a lot. When I was 
addressing the Afghan people a few months 
ago, I was not expecting the response to 
be so positive or that we will have poppy 
reduction by so many percentages in a year. 
Now if this trend continues, we’ll have no 
poppies, hopefully, in Afghanistan in an-
other 5 or 6 years. 

But equally important is the provision 
of alternative livelihoods to the Afghan peo-
ple. The President mentioned pome-
granates, honeydew melon—lots of other 
things in Afghanistan that people destroyed 
in order to replace with poppies have to 
be now brought back to the lives of the 
Afghan farmers’ alternative livelihood. And 
our adjudication to the arrest of drug deal-
ers, mafia, the producers of the labs, is 
going on. With this trend and with proper 
alternative livelihood, hopefully in 5 to 6 
years, Afghanistan should be free of pop-
pies. That’s a promise we have given to 
the world and to the Afghan people, and 
that’s a promise that we will deliver on. 
Hold us accountable on that. 

President Bush. Thank you, sir. 
Steve [Steve Holland, Reuters]. 

Judicial Nominees 
Q. Mr. President, on judicial nominees, 

are you willing to risk a stalling of your 
domestic agenda in order to get votes on 
judicial nominees? And what do you say 
to critics who said the Republicans did ba-
sically the same thing to some of President 
Clinton’s nominees? 

President Bush. Steve, I have made my 
position very clear, and that is my job is 
to pick people who will interpret the Con-
stitution, not use the bench from which 
to write law. That’s what I campaigned on. 
I said, ‘‘If I’m the President, I will pick 
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people who do that.’’ I said, ‘‘I’ll pick peo-
ple who are—will bring great credit to the 
bench.’’ And that’s exactly what I’ve done, 
consistent with judicial philosophy in my 
picks as well as the character of the people 
I pick. And I expect them to get an up- 
or-down vote. That’s what I expect. And 
I think the American people expect that 
as well. People ought to have a fair hearing, 
and they ought to get an up-or-down vote 
on the floor. 

Why don’t you go with one final ques-
tion. We’ve got this lady reporter here. Yes. 

President Karzai. All right. Lady. 

Demonstrations in Afghanistan/Prison 
Abuse 

Q. Just to follow up on the treatment 
of the prisoners. Mr. President, you know, 
anti-American feeling is running high in the 
Muslim world. We’ve seen it in Afghanistan 
after the alleged disintegration of the Koran 
in Guantanamo. After meeting with the 
President, how do you assure the Muslim 
world and Afghan people that have seen 
death as a result of the article, that this 
incident in Bagram and other treatment of 
prisoners is isolated incident, and it’s not 
systemic? 

And if I may ask you, Mr. President, 
as you know, the casualties of Iraq is again 
high today, 50 more people dying. Do you 
think that insurgence is getting harder now 
to defeat militarily? Thank you. 

President Bush. No, I don’t think so. I 
think they’re being defeated, and that’s why 
they continue to fight. The worst thing for 
them is to see democracy. The President 
can speak to that firsthand. The worst prob-
lem that an ideologue that uses terror to 
try to get their way is to see a free society 
emerge. And I’m confident we’re making 
great progress in Iraq. 

And clearly, it’s dangerous, and we 
mourn the loss of life. On the other hand, 
the 81⁄2 million Iraqis who went to the polls 
sent a very clear message to the world that 
they want to be free. 

President Karzai. Ma’am, yes, we dis-
cussed those questions on the demonstra-
tions, or the so-called demonstrations in 
part of the—parts of Afghanistan. You saw 
that Government buildings were burned 
and private property was damaged, broken. 
Those demonstrations were, in reality, not 
related to the Newsweek story. They were 
more against the elections in Afghanistan. 
They were more against the progress in 
Afghanistan. They were more against the 
strategic partnership with the United 
States. 

We know who did it. We know the guys. 
We know the people behind those dem-
onstrations. And if—unfortunately, you 
don’t hear—follow the Afghan press, but 
if you listen to the Voice of America, the 
Radio Liberty, and the BBC, the Afghan 
population condemned that—those acts of 
arson in Afghanistan. 

Of course, we are as Muslims very much 
unhappy with Newsweek bringing a matter 
so serious in the gossip column. It’s really 
something that one shouldn’t do, that re-
sponsible journalism shouldn’t do at all. But 
Newsweek’s story is not America’s story. 
That’s what—that’s what we understand in 
Afghanistan. America has over a thousand 
mosques. I have gone and prayed in 
mosques here in America. I’ve prayed in 
Virginia. I’ve gone and prayed in Maryland. 
I’ve been to a mosque in Washington. And 
thousands of Afghans have been to 
mosques here in town, and as a matter 
of fact, tens of thousands of Muslims are 
going on a daily basis to mosques in Amer-
ica and praying. 

So—and this is what was also reflected 
in Afghanistan. People spoke in the 
mosques, the clergy, and said, ‘‘What the 
hell are you doing?’’ There is a respect, 
there is this freedom in America for reli-
gion, and there are Muslims on a daily 
basis praying in mosques in America. And 
there are Korans, Holy Korans, all over 
America in homes and mosques. So it was 
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a political act, a political act against Af-
ghanistan’s stability, which we have con-
demned, which the Afghan people have 
condemned. 

On the issue of prisoners, I spoke earlier, 
it does not reflect at all on American peo-
ple. On the contrary, it’s an individual act 
just like that bad Afghan kidnaped an 
Italian lady. And it’s not the work of the 
Afghan people. In the same way, we treat 
this case. 

President Bush. Thank you, Mr. Presi-
dent. Thank you. 

NOTE: The President’s news conference 
began at 11:03 a.m. in the East Room at the 
White House. In his remarks, he referred to 
Minister of Agriculture and Food Obaidullah 
Ramin of Afghanistan. President Karzai re-
ferred to Italian aid worker Clementina 
Cantoni, who was kidnaped in Kabul, Af-
ghanistan, on May 16. 

Joint Declaration of the United States-Afghanistan Strategic Partnership 
May 23, 2005 

Since the fall of the Taliban regime in 
December 2001, the United States and Af-
ghanistan have made great progress in the 
pursuit of common strategic objectives. To-
gether we have disrupted international ter-
rorist networks and worked to ensure that 
Afghanistan will never again be a safe 
haven for terrorists. The United States has 
supported the Afghan people as they have 
established a moderate, representative gov-
ernment. During this time, the U.S. Gov-
ernment and the American people have 
demonstrated a commitment to an Afghani-
stan that is democratic, free, and able to 
provide for its own security. 

Afghanistan expresses the profound grati-
tude of the Afghan people to the people 
of the United States of America. Thanks 
to the generosity of the American people 
and U.S. leadership, this extraordinary ef-
fort has enabled the Afghan people to re-
gain hope and confidence and to renew 
their vision for achieving prosperity and 
peace. 

Afghanistan confronts important chal-
lenges to its security and its efforts to build 
a government based on democratic prin-
ciples, respect for human rights, and a mar-
ket economy. To address these challenges, 
Afghanistan proposed that the United 
States join in a strategic partnership and 

establish close cooperation, including reg-
ular, high-level exchanges on the political, 
security, and economic issues contained 
herein and other issues of mutual interest. 
The United States and Afghanistan plan to 
work together to develop appropriate ar-
rangements and agreements to implement 
their strategic partnership. 

This shared effort will be based on a 
number of key principles, including a dedi-
cation to the rule of law, protection of the 
human rights and civil liberties of all indi-
viduals regardless of ethnic affiliations or 
gender, support for democratic governance, 
and reliance on the free market as the best 
means to further Afghanistan’s economic 
progress. The strategic partnership’s pri-
mary goal will be to strengthen U.S.-Afghan 
ties to help ensure Afghanistan’s long-term 
security, democracy, and prosperity. It 
should contribute to peaceful and produc-
tive relations between Afghanistan and its 
neighbors. It is not directed against any 
third country. 

This partnership will serve as the basis 
for our common efforts to cooperate in the 
war against international terror and the 
struggle against violent extremism, to pro-
mote stability and prosperity in the region, 
and to remain steadfast in supporting Af-
ghanistan’s campaign to eradicate poppy 
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